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A great photo
But is it one for the Countryfile calendar? (Mink mistaken for an otter)
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Eastern Region mink distribution 1952-2012*
* Source National Water Vole Database and Mapping Project

3

Young mink on River Roding – Steve Jellett
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The Eastern Region Mink Control Group
2001 Small sub-catchment projects
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The Eastern Region Mink Control Group
By 2006 this was already a landscape scale project approx. 6,000km2



Protecting Wildlife for the Future6

6

Disappearing water voles Essex/Suffolk border
Known water vole colonies 1998
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Disappearing water voles Essex/Suffolk border
Known water vole colonies 2006
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The State of Nature report 2016
Species Recovery at a Landscape Scale – approx. 18,000km2
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New Study by Suffolk Wildlife Trust
15 years data from the Eastern Region Mink Control Project
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Reserves are simply not enough
Thinking at the landscape scale

Essex Wildlife Trust reserves occupy approx 0.02% of Essex so 
reserve management alone cannot tackle landscape scale issues
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Strategic planning at a County & Regional scale
Displacement of 350 water voles from Thames container port DP World
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The site based solution to water vole displacement
A water vole translocation site at Barking Reach on the Thames
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New opportunities for water vole conservation
Turning a translocation into a catchment scale reintroduction in good habitat
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Essex Mink Monitoring 2008
Protecting coastal water voles – ‘cordon sanitaire’ approach extended to R. Colne 
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Essex Mink Monitoring 2010
Year two of five years funded mink control through Colne catchment
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Essex Mink Monitoring
Five years funded mink control 2009-2014 (In all weathers!)
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2010-2012 – 600 water voles released
Turning a translocation into a catchment scale reintroduction 
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Mink Monitoring Rafts
Can be checked by trained volunteers – non-lethal monitoring tool
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Mink Monitoring Rafts
Otter and mink visiting a raft
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Camera traps
Confirmation of mink in presence of similar species

Mink

Polecat

Stoat
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Camera traps
Just 24 hours on our Wrabness Reserve monitoring raft

Camera trap photos: 

Stephen Scutchey

Water rail Water vole

OtterWood mouse
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Monitoring for mink on land
Clay pads in bankside monitoring stations
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Monitoring for mink on land
Underside showing water reservoir for clay pad
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Monitoring for mink on land
Water can be topped up through tube – tunnel will be covered with brash
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Traps set if mink are detected
MUST be checked every day – we will give training
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Traps set if mink signs detected
Person trapping MUST sign to say they will adhere to our humane dispatch guidelines
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Traps set if mink signs detected
In remote locations ‘mink police’ remote text alert units used – animal welfare benefits
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Trapping mink on land
Either place trap in tunnel or dig in
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Trapping mink on land
Either place trap in tunnel or dig in (and install otter guard!)
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2017 Monitoring rafts and problem plastic
Erosion of polystyrene flotation material
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Monitoring rafts and problem plastic
Avoiding marine and aquatic plastics – working with Perdix on a better design

Essex Crouch Estuary saltmarsh 
polluted with litter
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The final piece of the puzzle
Norfolk and Essex databases online and Suffolk database being set up
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Essex Mink Database
Thinking strategically about mink control
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Essex Mink Database
Current points in 2017
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Essex Mink Database
New points set up in 2017
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Essex Mink Database
Will simplify compliance with Environmental Permits for mink rafts

Environmental Permits Key Facts

• Replaces Flood Defence Consents
• Being trialled for rafts on ‘Main Rivers’
• All raft locations MUST be logged with EA
• Cost £150 – NO exemptions for charities
• Trial to be applied at a county level

Trial of scheme in Eastern Region

• County coordinators apply for license
• Norfolk & Essex will provide a New 

‘Guest’ login for EA to access raft 
locations from the mink database
o Reports available can be restricted by 

database user (No personal data 
available)

o ALWAYS up to date – no need to compile 
ongoing reports
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Disappearing water voles Essex/Suffolk border
Known water vole colonies 2006
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Vole reversal - water voles NE Essex
Known water vole colonies 2017
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Mink Monitoring Rafts
Sep 2016 - Mystery tracks on the River Wid were hedgehog
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And finally…
Thank you from our tree loving reintroduced River Colne water voles

Darren Tansley
Chairman UK Water Vole Steering Group
Twitter @EssexWT_Darren
Email darrent@essexwt.org.uk

Water vole:- Russell Savory


