East Crindledykes is an old quarry which used to work a thick layer
of limestone called the Great Limestone. The rocks in it have been
bent and buckled into “folds” by earthquakes.

The limestone dates from Carboniferous times 330 million years
ago.

These rocks were folded when all of Britain and Europe were part
of the building of an enormous mountain chain 300 million years
ago.

The limestone is here because all of northern England was once
covered by shallow tropical seas. It is the billions of shells and
corals that lived in those seas that make all limestones. The quarry
is here because lime is valuable for making acid soils more fertile
and because it is an essential ingredient of cement. Just west of the
quarry is a restored limekiln where they used to burn the limestone
to make lime.

Limestone bedrock produces a very particular set of plants. Here
they include: fairy flax, small scabious, hairy rock-cress, salad
burnet, cowslip, hoary plantain and quaking grass.
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http://nora.nerc.ac.uk/id/eprint/7229/1/IR06053.pdf
https://www.nwt.org.uk/nature-reserves/east-crindledykes-quarry
http://earthwise.bgs.ac.uk/index.php/Geological_history_of_Northumbria
https://mapapps2.bgs.ac.uk/geoindex/home.html
https://northumberlandnationalpark.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/2017/06/geodiversity_audit_hi.pdf
https://www.bgs.ac.uk/technologies/apps/igeology-app/

