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The city of Newcastle upon Tyne give us a chance to see an amazing
variety of rocks and we don't have to travel very far! The stone goes
from sedimentary, to metamorphic, to igneous and from very old

to geologically young, from local to exotic - with quarries as near as
Kenton, and as far away as Norway.

The rocks vary — a lot! For example, the rocks of the Civic Centre
have a huge age range; from the 460 million year old metamorphic
rocks (schists from Norway) behind the River God Tyne, to the white
fossiliferous Jurassic, 150 million year old, limestones (from Portland
on the south coast) facing the tower and adjacent buildings.

The plinth of the 1914 war memorial - The Response - beside St
Thomas’ Church is granite from Shap in Cumbria. The entrances
to Metro stations in town are also granite. Grey Street and its
monument, the Theatre Royal and the rest of Grainger Town - are
all constructed of local Carboniferous sandstones from places, like
Denwick, Heddon, Springwell, Fourstones and Kenton.

The 19th century architects and developers, like Dobson and
Grainger, chose local sandstone too for their neo-classical
rebuilding of the city centre. In the post-war years it was
fashionable to clad buildings in more exotic stones - like the
Portland Stone of the Civic Centre, or the granites facing many
banks and shops.

Kittiwakes famously nest on the Tyne Bridge and adjacent
buildings, their furthest inland breeding sites in the world.
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http://earthwise.bgs.ac.uk/index.php/Geological_history_of_Northumbria
https://mapapps2.bgs.ac.uk/geoindex/home.html
https://northumberlandnationalpark.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/2017/06/geodiversity_audit_hi.pdf
https://www.bgs.ac.uk/technologies/apps/igeology-app/
http://earthwise.bgs.ac.uk/index.php/Carboniferous_and_Permian_rocks_between_Tynemouth_and_Seaton_Sluice_-_an_excursion
https://www.chroniclelive.co.uk/news/north-east-news/how-newcastle-civic-centre-built-12616712
https://historicengland.org.uk/images-books/publications/newcastles-grainger-town/newcastles-grainger-town/

